
 Planning Committee March 2016 Policy Update  

Local Plan  

The six week period of consultation for the Local Plan Preferred Directions 
Regulation 18 Document closed on 22 February 2016. There have been in 
excess of 2000 comments received from approximately 1000 people and over 
60 new sites received. Officers are producing a consultation statement for 
Members to view and consider in March 2016. The statement will include 
summaries of the comments received, an Officer level response to comments 
and suggested changes to policies as appropriate. The new sites have been 
assessed and plotted ahead of a future consultation. 

Officers are progressing with the review of the settlement boundaries for rural 
villages. The intention is to carry out further consultation on the review later 
this year following agreement by Members.  

Evidence Base 

In terms of on-going evidence base studies: 

The consultant working on the Dereham Transport Study has provided a draft 
report on the stage 1 assessment which triggers the requirement for further 
work (stages 2 & 3). Stages 2 & 3 will add more detail to the assumptions in 
stage 1, re-run the models as well as identifying and costing suitable 
mitigation options. 

The Water Cycle Study and Strategic Flood Risk Assessment are progressing 
and are still expected for sign off in early March. This will allow us to 
incorporate the findings in to the next consultation version of the emerging 
plan. 

Work continues on the Habitats Regulation Assessment and the Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan (IDP) Position Statement. With the final versiosn anticipated in 
May. 

Work on the Plan Wide Viability Study is continuing a Developer forum is due 
to be held on 29 February 2016. Officer will update Members verbally of any 
issues arising from the forum.. 

Neighbourhood Plans 

The Council’s new neighbourhood Planning Officer has received a request 
from a neighbourhood planning group in Swaffham to designate an area (the 
town boundary) for a neighbourhood plan. 

Saham Toney has made a request for designation of their area which we are 
currently working on the consultation is due to close on 11 March. 


